
   3rd Grade TAG - Week of May 11th 

 

Hello 3rd Grade TAG Students and Parents! 

     This week marks the last week of our unit, and I must say it is hard to 
believe we are already at this point. I also have to say that I have so 
enjoyed your plant projects, and I hope you have as well! Remember that 
if you do not get to work on them, I want you to know that I understand 
����. If you have only done one or two, please send me an email or post 
any of your plants on our 3rd Grade Teams site - 3rd Grade Team Link . 
This week we will end the unit with choosing two of the activities 
introduced last week as well as a little visualization exercise. Stay tuned 
for next week when I will provide you with something I hope you will 
enjoy doing over the summer months!  

     Don’t forget, you can always contact me with any questions or 
concerns you may have (kutz@fultonschools.org ).    Please do not spend 
any more than 60 minutes a week on the optional TAG work and always 
keep in mind that the focus is about the fun of learning.  

        By now I hope you know that I miss each of you everyday����! 

Mrs. Kutz 

Week of May 11th Virtual Lesson: 

TAG Essential Question: How can we learn and respond to the problems 
of endangered animals creatively?  

1.  Please choose two of the following activities from the chart below 
and see what you can create while also learning! (Remember that you 
can use MackinVIA resources and/or the US Fish and Wildlife website - 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/.   
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3a4fc86e58a5c749a6abc8ebb317c131c4%40thread.skype/conversations?groupId=066ed29d-8dc0-41c8-bdd2-6dcc2f912d21&tenantId=0cdcb198-8169-4b70-ba9f-da7e3ba700c2
mailto:kutz@fultonschools.org
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/


Create an alphabet book of 
endangered animals. Each page 
should contain some important facts 
about the animal and what the 
animal’s status is (threatened, 
endangered, rare, or extinct). Include 
a colored illustration of the animal in 
its natural habitat for each page. 

Create a diorama of a habitat with at 
least 3 endangered animals in it. 
Using an index card or other paper, 
write down 3 of the most important 
facts about each animal as well as its 
current status (threatened, 
endangered, rare, or extinct). 

Develop an endangered animals 
charades game. You could choose to 
act out clues for five endangered 
animals to try and get your family to 
guess the correct animal. Remember, 
no talking is allowed! 

Create a diary with an endangered 
animal as the author. Be sure to write 
in first person. Try and have your 
diary include 5 or more entries such 
as: Introducing your family and 
habitat; Introducing the problem you 
are facing and why you are 
endangered; Put your animal in a 
dangerous situation and have them 
tell us what it is like; Explain how your 
animal solves problems; Tell us the 
fate of your animal…And/or come up 
with your own topic. 

I cannot wait to see all the different projects you may come up with! 

 

 

2. The following is something you will need to do with at least one other person. 
You can either choose to be the reader, or you can choose to be the one to close 
your eyes and visualize the experience in your mind’s eye (or perhaps you’ll 
choose to do both).  

Visualization/Empathy Exercise for the Sloth Bear: 



 
   One person will close their eyes and put their heads down while the other reads what follows. With 
your eyes closed, imagine that you are this creature and that you are experiencing these events. 
When done, you may either respond in writing or simply discuss your feelings with someone else (or 
post them on our Team site ����!).  
 
 
   One day, I decided to take a look around my habitat for some yummy termites and ants. You see I 
am a young sloth bear, and I just love to munch on ants and termites. My mom has taught me to dig 
into the rock hard mounds where these delicious insects live with my long, curve claws. Then, once I 
get inside the mound, I can blow away excess dirt and then suck out the insects through a gap in my 
front teeth. My mom says I am too noisy about it and that I sound like a human’s vacuum nozzle, but I 
don’t care as I am always so hungry. On this particular day, I have decided to head out on my own 
without Mom – after all I am nearly 8 months old!  Unfortunately, things didn’t go as I planned.. 
 
   As I started to poke around one of the mounds Mom has taken me to before, I suddenly felt a sharp 
pain in my front leg – It was the worst pain I have ever felt. And, the more I tried to break free, the 
worse it got as the sharp prongs got tighter and went deeper into my leg. I kept trying, but it just got 
worse and worse! Then I tried to bite off this strange wire, but I only ended up with cuts all through 
my mouth. Even though everything I tried to do gave me even more pain, I kept struggling to free 
myself, and I started remembering the stories Mom told me about other sloth bears here in the 
forests of South Asia who had lost their lives to our worst enemy…Humans. Stuck and in pain, thirsty 
and hungry, I felt certain that this would be my last day out in the forest and that I would never see 
my mom again… 
 
 
Now, open your eyes….How did you feel at the beginning of your visualization? 
How did you feel by the end of it?  How does this exercise of putting your feet in 
the sloth bear’s paws, bring our unit to a close for you? What do you 
see…feel…think…the future is for the world’s endangered animals? 
 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://c1.staticflickr.com/1/161/333862236_3bee3311ae_b.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.flickr.com/photos/mape_s/333862236&docid=rkzryrd8CZf6bM&tbnid=Ryr4mOQavLrmEM:&vet=1&w=681&h=1024&bih=682&biw=1288&ved=2ahUKEwi2oJTQ3KLgAhVwmK0KHfxfBOYQxiAoAXoECAEQEg&iact=c&ictx=1


 

3. For those of you who did not get to do this last week, here is the ecosystem 
game that is all about balance. During this game I hope you learn more about 
how different species of plants and animals depend on one another and how 
changing resources can impact an entire ecosystem. If you have trouble for any 
reason getting on to the site, please do not worry and just skip this.  

 
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/plum14_int_mountainscramble/mountain-scramble-an-
ecosystem-game/ 

 

 

Remember…Don’t stress about the work…Enjoy the learning! 

 

https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/plum14_int_mountainscramble/mountain-scramble-an-ecosystem-game/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/plum14_int_mountainscramble/mountain-scramble-an-ecosystem-game/
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